INTO BATTLE
points. We know, of course, exactly what we are doing in reply,
and the size of our own bombing force, and from the many sources
which are open to us we believe that the German heavy bomber
pilots are being worked at least as hard as, and may be a great
deal harder than, our own. The strain upon them is, therefore,
very considerable. The bulk of them do not seem capable of any-
thing beyond blind bombing. I always hesitate to say anything
of an optimistic nature, because our people do not mind being
told the worst. They resent anything in the nature of soothing
statements which are not borne out by later events, and, after
all, war is full of unpleasant surprises.
On the whole, however, we may, I think, under all reserve reach,
provisionally, the conclusion that the German average effort
against this country absorbs a very considerable part of their
potential strength. I should not like to say that we have the
measure of their power, but we feel more confident about it than
we have ever done before.
Let us now proceed to examine the effect of this ruthless and
indiscriminate attack upon the easiest of all targets, namely, the
great built-up areas of this land. The Germans have recently
volunteered some statements of a boastful nature about the weight
of explosives which they have discharged upon us during the whole
war, and also on some particular occasions. These statements are
not necessarily untrue, and they do not appear unreasonable to
us. We were told on 23rd September that 22,000 tons of explosives
had been discharged upon Great Britain since the beginning of
the war. No doubt this included the mines on the coast. We
were told also, on last Thursday week, that 251 tons were thrown
upon London in a single night, that is to say, only a few tons less
than the total dropped on the whole country throughout the last
war. Now, we know exactly what our casualties have been. On
that particular Thursday night 180 persons were killed in London
as a result of 251 tons of bombs. That is to say, it took one ton of
bombs to kill three-quarters of a person. We know, of course,
exactly the ratio of loss in the last war, because all the facts were
ascertained after it was over. la that war the small bombs of
early patterns which were used killed ten persons for every ton
discharged in the built-up areas. Therefore, the deadliness of the
attack in this war appears to be only one-thirteenth of that of
1914-18. Let us say " less than one-tenth," so as to be on the safe
side. That is, the mortality is less than one-tenth of the mortality
attaching to the German bombing attacks in the last war. This is
a very remarkable fact, deserving of profound consideration, I
280